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LAURIESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL 

Tuesday 18th September 2018, 7.00 pm 

 
Present    Apologies 

Gareth Bennett   Gail Henderson 
Carol Fraser    Kirsty Livingston 
Marion Brown Gergana Vasileva (apologies were given after the meeting) 
Fiona Caygill 
Beverly Keith 
Kirsty Sharpe 
Iain Macdonald 
Kirsty Macdonal 
Dughall Boyne 
Lynne Morrison-Love 
 
Welcome 
Dughall opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting 
The minutes from the previous meeting was an accurate reflection on the meeting that was held. 
 
Matters arising from previous meeting 
 The letter regarding Fiona Caygill being the successful candidate of the Deputy Headteachers job was 

issued. 
 Parking around the school – this is still an ongoing issue.  The Police have asked parents to take photos 

if they see people parking on the pavement or the yellow lines as they are unable to be at the school all 
the time.  If the parents take the photos, they have to send these to the school and the school will pass it 
onto the school to deal with.  There is the possibility of getting small child figures to put out on the 
yellow lines to emphasis not parking on the yellow lines, these are an authority resource.  There was a 
discussion about the possibility of getting a banner along the fence about safe parking.  It was also 
pointed out that the wasteland at the end of the school road is owned by the council and parents would be 
able to park there.  It was suggested that this information was given to parents, so they were aware. 

 
Post Meeting Note: It has been brought to the Parent Council’s attention that the land referred to is 
managed by Falkirk Council’s Housing Department and agreement would need to be sought for the land to 
be used as parking for the school  

Action: Beverly Keith 
 New Class communication.  It was spoken about giving parents the information about who the class 

teacher was before the children.  Feedback is that the P7’s were very upset about the composite classes, 
and this was distressing to see.  SMT realised that there were lessons that could be learned, there was the 
possibility in the future if this was to happen again was that P6 parents could have been phoned so they 
were aware of what was happening.  There was a discussion about how with composites the class sizes 
are smaller, and the school is very luck that all the class sizes are small.  The introduction to a P7/6 will 
not dampen the P7 experience and they will still be very much involved in what a P7 will be doing 
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throughout the year.  Dughall commented on the P7 information evening.  He felt that it was very 
informative and that he felt it alleviated some of the concerns some parents had as well as informing 
them on Dalguise.  Dughall suggested having this type of evening at the end of term for the P6’s who 
will return as P7’s so parents are aware of what will happen. 

 Building work.  The building work that was proposed for before the school finished in June, in fact took 
place the last week of the holidays.  There was new lighting put into the school and the front foyer and 
corridor was painted.  Mrs Keith thanked Iain Macdonald for his email to the council to help get the 
remainder of the rubbished moved from the playground.  There is more building work planned but we 
will be informed when this is happening. 

 App.  The school app has been launched.  The feedback so far has been positive from parents.  The 
website and app is linked to Twitter so everything is in one place.  There was a discussion about emails 
still not getting to parents.  Mrs Keith advised that if you are not getting emails to check span/junk 
folders.  SEEMIS was providing some issue, however there has been checks with hotmail and gmail and 
these seem fine.  If continuing to have issues receiving emails it was suggested to email the school, so 
they can add your email address directly.  There is also the opportunity to use the school ipads to book 
appointments or browse the apps.  It was suggested that P7 potentially were at the Parents Night so could 
look at the app there. 

 
Treasurers Report 
Dughall stated that the bank account is still not sorted, he has now been offered £200 compensation for the 
inconvenience.  The account is currently sitting in the dormant area of Bank of Scotland.  Dughall is 
speaking to someone who used to be on the Laurieston Parent Council a few years ago and he seems to be 
helping.  Lynne pointed out that this was the gentleman who helped the PTA when they were having issues.  
Dughall will continue to deal with this. 
 
We decided that we will open a new account as Falkirk Council will not release the money that is due to the 
school as we do not have an active account. 
 
Dughall stepped down as Chairperson and felt that he should do this at this point of the meeting, so the next 
Chairperson could take the meeting going forward.  He said that he has all the documents from 2011 to give 
to the new Chairperson and will pass this information on when the new Chairperson takes over.   
 
Dughall said that Kirsty will continue as a council member, however feels that she is unable to take a 
Committee position as she feels she cannot commit due to work and family life.  Mrs Keith also said that 
Gail is still happy to continue as the Secretary.   
 
Dughall said that he would now leave the meeting before the Chairperson was voted on.  Mrs Keith and the 
rest of the committee thanked Dughall for all his help and support over his term in the council.  Dughall said 
that he will continue to help the Parent Council.  Dugall then left the meeting. 
 
Mrs Keith then asked the remaining members who would like to be Chairperson, or if there were any 
nominations. 
Kirsty Sharp nominated Lynne, saying that she felt she had a good knowledge of the school and education as 
this was the area she worked in.  Lynne said that she wouldn’t mind stepping up if no one else wanted to do 
this.  Iain said that he wouldn’t mind becoming Chairperson.  It was suggested that there was a vote, 
however Lynne said that she would stay as Vice Chairperson and Iain would be Chairperson, Lynne did say 
that she would like to take a more active role in the Parent Council which was agreed. 
The Treasurer was then decided on as Kirsty Macdonald. 
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The Parent Council Committee Members are: 
 
Chairperson: Iain Macdonald 
Vice Chairperson: Lynne Morrison-Love 
Secretary: Gail Henderson 
Treasurer: Kirsty Macdonald 
 
Lynne mentioned that there needed to be an updated Constitution written as it was mentioned at a previous 
meeting it hadn’t been updated in a while and we would need a new one to open a bank account.  Mrs Keith 
said that she would look in the diary and get in touch with Iain and Lynne to arrange a date for the three of 
them to get together to write one. 
          Action: Mrs Keith 
 
Head Teachers Report 
Mrs Keith spoke about the School Improvement Plan and what this entailed and how it was put together.  
She mentioned that Literacy/Reading and Numeracy was last years objectives.  She shared that the school’s 
Standards and Quality Report was available on the website and it was agreed that this would be put on the 
app for parents to find.  Iain suggested that a hyperlink was added so it took parents directly to the report.  
Mrs Keith shared that the Pupil Equity Fund this year from the Government was £50,000.  This year they 
felt that the input would be very specific in targeting specific children.  They are going to spend the money 
on more staffing which means that Mrs Kerridge (Support for Learning Teacher) will work with the school 4 
days to help pin point literacy and numeracy for specific children, however, this can be changed if the school 
feels it is needed elsewhere.  This will be a very beneficial addition to the staffing team.  With Mrs Kerridge 
working more hours, it means that Mrs Fraser and Miss Caygill will have less class commitment, their focus 
will be on school attendance and supporting parents if they need help to get children to school on time.  Mrs 
Keith explained that this will be assessed at the end of September and any child who is sitting at 85/90% 
below with attendance Miss Caygill and Mrs Fraser will speak to these parents and see if there is anything 
the school can do to support them.  This could be a walking bus, picking the children up for the parents, this 
will be decided on a family by family basis. 
 
Mrs Keith then explained a little about the new Reading scheme that the school has now introduced.  It’s 
called Bug Club and the children in the school have already started working with it.  The children will be 
given log in details and this will mean that they can access the resource at home.  It was suggested that staff 
send home a copy of all log ins available for the children, i.e. Bug Club, Sumdog, Glow, the school will try 
and work out how this will be possible and send them home. 
Miss Caygill then presented the committee with a PowerPoint on the Bug Club and its benefits.  This 
presentation will be given to parents at a later date. 
 
Mrs Keith then spoke about the expenditure for the school.  This sheet is attached. 
          Action: Mrs Keith 
 
The company who fitted the lights have pin pointed the possibility of having solar panels on the roof of the 
school.   
There will be building work done within the school during the October break, this would mean that the 
scaffolding is put up in the school the week before.  Iain mentioned who would be responsible for the ‘Safe 
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methods of work’ confirm this is the correct name as there were workmen in the school (17.09.18) and they 
were not following procedures within the grounds.  Mrs Keith will investigate, Kirsty Macdonald said that 
there were photos taken, which should be forwarded to the school. 
 
Kirsty Sharpe mentioned that she had spoke to Adanna, the local councillor. Adanna had mentioned about 
starting a Community Council within Laurieston, if this was to start there is a possibility of the school 
accessing some money. 
 
AOCB 
Mrs Keith spoke about the cost of the App and that when the time comes to renew the App, she will be 
asking the Parent Council for a contribution for the ongoing running cost.   
Mrs Keith explained that Falkirk Council give money to the Parent Council every year, and the money will 
be used to cover this contribution. 
 
Iain asked about the next meeting.  Mrs Keith explained that there is normally 4 meetings across the year.  
Mrs Keith said that the dates for the next meetings can be discussed at the meeting with Iain and Lynne 
regarding the Constitution. 
         Action: Mrs Keith 
 
Iain and Mrs Keith thanked everyone for coming.  


